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day has not yet come. For Serbia is still ruled
by a government that rejects the most basic
principles of the Stability Pact, the very govern-
ment that is responsible for the destruction, de-
spair, and displacement that we are here to
overcome.

I believe that the people of Serbia want to
be part of the mainstream of Europe again, gov-
erned by leaders who share their desire to live
in a normal, democratic, and prosperous nation.
I do not believe they want to be manipulated
into fighting more losing wars on behalf of in-
dicted leaders who only wish to preserve their
own power and stolen wealth. We must provide
them humanitarian aid, so that they do not go
hungry and cold. But we must also remember
that Serbia is a country in which all meaningful
economic activity is controlled by political lead-
ers and their cronies, who have led Serbia to
ruin. Assistance for reconstruction would only
perpetuate the Milosevic regime, and that, in
turn, would only perpetuate the suffering of the
people of Serbia.

Serbia will only have a future when Mr.
Milosevic and his policies are consigned to the
past. Therefore, the best way to express our
concern for the people of Serbia is to support
their struggle for democratic change. I will work
with our Congress to provide $10 million this
year and more over the next 2 years to strength-
en nongovernmental organizations in Serbia, the
independent media, independent trade unions,
and the democratic opposition. I am pleased
that the countries of the region intend to sup-
port this effort as well. Those who have experi-
ence leading to democratic transition can offer

invaluable assistance and advice to those who
aspire to lead one in Serbia.

Finally, let me thank our partners in the Eu-
ropean Union for their leadership and their will-
ingness to be the principal contributors to the
reconstruction of Kosovo and the development
of southeast Europe. The International Donor
Coordinators Process, chaired by the World
Bank and the European Commission, will also
play a key role in answering needs and mobi-
lizing resources. We will do our part to work
closely with the Stability Pact partners and the
countries of the region.

At the same time, the United States will do
its part, because it is in our interest to help
complete the construction of an undivided,
democratic, and peaceful Europe. We want to
see an end to conflict in this region. We want
to see freedom take firm root. We want to see
human rights enshrined not only in formal docu-
ments but in daily lives. We want the nations
of the region to be our partners in security
and prosperity.

We strongly support the Stability Pact and
pledge our support for it. The challenge now
is to agree to a solid work plan and produce
concrete results in the weeks and months ahead.
We look forward to working with the Presidency
of the EU, with the Stability Pact coordinator
Bodo Hombach, and most important with our
friends and partners in this region to turn prom-
ises into progress and to make this effort a suc-
cess.

NOTE: The statement was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary but was not issued
as a White House press release.

Remarks to High School Students in Sarajevo
July 30, 1999

I think we should give a round of applause
again to Jana Jakic; she did a very good job,
I think. [Applause] I would also like to thank
your principal, Emina Avdagic. And I’d like to
thank the Sarajevo Canton Prime Minister, Mr.
Belkic. And especially all the students here on
the platform with me, I thank them very much.
I also would like to thank the bands that per-
formed before me. I think they were of much

greater interest to the students than the Presi-
dent, but I’m glad to see them here. [Laughter]

I’m very glad to be back in Sarajevo, and
especially to come to this school to see the
rebuilding that is going on. Not long ago the
Third Gymnasium was at the center of the cruel
war. Today, as we can all see, the building still
bears the scars of the past. But thanks to you,
it holds the promise of Bosnia’s future.
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If all of you were to come and visit me in
Washington, DC, at the White House, you
would see that in the entrance to my office,
the Oval Office, there is a picture of a woman
in her very damaged apartment in Sarajevo. It
was taken at the end of the war, and there
is a quotation from the woman at the bottom
of the picture expressing her thanks to me and
to the United States for our help in bringing
the Bosnian War to an end.

Every person from all over the world who
comes to see me sees that picture, because I
am proud of the role the United States had
in bringing this war to an end.

But it is not enough to end a war; we must
build a peace. It is not enough to reject a dark
past; we must build a bright future. That is
why the rebuilding of the Third Gymnasium
can symbolize, not only for the students but
for all the people of this nation, what we should
be doing for tomorrow.

I know that students sent letters to the Sara-
jevo Canton asking that this school be repaired.
One student wrote, ‘‘Please think of future gen-
erations.’’ This school is a monument to
Sarajevo’s proud tradition of teaching young
people from all backgrounds. Saving this school
will save that tradition and will help all young
people to have the future they deserve.

I want to thank all those involved in this
effort, including the Sarajevo Canton and the
city of Stockholm, Sweden; we have a represent-
ative from the Swedish Embassy here today;
and USAID—and Hattie Babbitt from USAID
is here. We are proud that the United States
could be part of a genuine international partner-
ship to restore this school to its rightful position.

You know, for so many people who have
never been to this beautiful place, Sarajevo is
a name associated only with violence. People
know World War I started here, and they know
how badly the city was shelled during the recent
war. Often they do not know that for centuries,
and for decades in the 20th century, a spirit
of tolerance defined this beautiful place—a
place where people lived and worked together,
a place where Muslims, Orthodox Christians,
Roman Catholics, and Jews were free to worship
God as they chose.

That is the Sarajevo I want the world to know
about. If you can draw on the best parts of
your heritage to build a united future here, then
it can be done elsewhere in Bosnia and through-
out this region.

The Dayton agreement in 1995 did not rid
Bosnia of all anger and fear or frustrating prob-
lems like high unemployment, corruption, and
crime, but Dayton did offer all the people of
Bosnia peaceful means to resolve their dif-
ferences and move forward.

I want the world to know what you have
achieved in the last 4 years: fair elections, a
free press, reformed courts, a new single cur-
rency, the beginning of economic growth, better
ties with your neighbors, war criminals out of
power, nearly twice as many minority refugees
returned in the first half of ’99 as in any pre-
vious period. And though more needs to be
done in many areas, especially in helping the
economy to grow and in completing minority
refugee returns, this is quite a record of accom-
plishment for the last 4 years, and you should
be proud of it.

As all of you know, we had a summit here
in Sarajevo today to talk about the future of
southeastern Europe. Perhaps the most impres-
sive thing to me was that the Bosnian Presi-
dency spoke with one single, united voice. Two
years ago, when I came here, I met with the
Bosnian Presidency, and President Izetbegovic
was there then. He had two different partners,
a Croatian partner, a Serbian partner. And the
wounds of war were still very fresh. So we sat
around the table together, but they weren’t real-
ly together. Today I saw three men who were
really working together, who really believe that
they could do things together. And I was very
moved.

We have to bring these kinds of things
throughout the Balkans and all of southeastern
Europe. Think about what it was like here just
a few years ago and realize today that there
were 60 delegations—from Europe, North
America, Asia, and international institutions—
here to talk about how to build a better future
for all of southeastern Europe.

We talked about how to lift the economy,
how to bring the nations of this region together,
and how to bring them closer to the rest of
Europe and to North America. The contrast was
stark. Remember, Mr. Milosevic tried to build
a Greater Serbia based on dividing people and
ethnic cleansing. Together we came to talk
about building a greater Europe based on in-
cluding people and healing.

I promised that the United States would do
our part. Yesterday we pledged $500 million for
humanitarian aid to Kosovo. Today I pledged
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to ask our Congress to reduce tariffs for most
exports to the United States from Bosnia and
other countries in the region. I pledged to pro-
vide an investment fund of $150 million to en-
courage Americans to invest here and to help
others to set up small businesses.

I pledged to work with our friends here to
bring all nations who comply into the world
trading system so that we can have more bene-
fits flowing into Bosnia and the other countries
in the region. We pledged to expand NATO’s
political and economic partnerships throughout
southeastern Europe. And I asked the Euro-
peans to join with me in helping you economi-
cally and politically. It is time to build the peace.
The war is over, but we have to build a better
peace for Bosnia and all the people of south-
eastern Europe.

Let me say I hope that before long, Serbia,
too, will participate in this economic reconstruc-
tion. But I do not believe that we should give
reconstruction aid to Serbia as long as it rejects
democracy and as long as Mr. Milosevic is in
power. We have had enough of ethnic cleansing.

But I want you to understand, I did not in-
volve the United States in Bosnia or in Kosovo

to hurt Serbian people. We took a stand for
the humanity of all people and against anyone
who seeks to use racial, religious, or ethnic dif-
ferences to promote hatred and crush people’s
hopes and deny children like those on this stage
with me their God-given right to an education
and a safe future.

I want this school—this school rebuilt—to be
the symbol of all of our tomorrows. And I will
do my best to see that the United States is
your partner and your friend.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:52 p.m. in the
courtyard at Treca Gimnazija (Third High
School). In his remarks, he referred to student
Jana Jakic, who introduced the President; Sarajevo
Canton Prime Minister Beriz Belkic; former Bos-
nia-Herzegovina Presidency Members Kresimir
Zubak (Croat) and Momcilo Krajisnik (Serb); cur-
rent Presidency Members Alija Izetbegovic (Mus-
lim), Ante Jelavic (Croat), and Zivko Radisic
(Serb); and President Slobodan Milosevic of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro).

Statement on the Murder of Neelan Thiruchelvam
July 30, 1999

Hillary and I were shocked and saddened by
the tragic death of Neelan Thiruchelvam at the
hands of terrorists in Sri Lanka today. We ex-
tend our deepest condolences to his wife and
family.

Neelan Thiruchelvam was a constitutional law-
yer and human rights advocate who was well-
known and well-respected far beyond his coun-
try. He devoted himself to seeking a peaceful

and just solution to the tragic conflict that has
caused so much bloodshed in Sri Lanka.

Hillary was deeply moved by her meeting
with Mr. Thiruchelvam during her 1995 visit
to Sri Lanka. With his death, a powerful voice
for reconciliation in Sri Lanka has been silenced.
I hope that this tragedy will spur efforts to find
an end to the fighting and to build a lasting
peace in Sri Lanka.

Statement on Senate Action on a Proposed Republican Tax Cut
July 30, 1999

The Senate made the wrong choice for Amer-
ica’s future today. By pushing through a tax plan
that is too big and too bloated, the majority

party has pushed aside our vital national prior-
ities.
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